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PREFACE

The L. D. Institute of Indology has great pleasure in offermg to the
world of Prakmt scholars the hitherto unpublished Gaharayanakosa
compiled by Jincsvarastirt 1n 13th century of Vikrama REra, It has 58
sections, Its arrangement and subjectmatter closely follow those of the
other simular anthologies The importance of gathasangrahas or anthologies
consists 1o rescuing from oblivion a large number of fleeting verses.

The L. D. Institute of Indology 1s thankful to Pt Amrmtlal M Bhojak
and Dr. Nagin J, Shah for editing this _ interesting work, They have also
edited 1n this volume bhitherto unpublished two other tiny gathasangrahas.
Some important words occurring mn these three giathasangrahas are listed
in the first Appendix The second Appendix lists the gathas common to
the Ggharayanakosa and the Vajjilagga They have given the ggthz index of
all the three gathgsangrahas separately Thus they have taken great pains
to make the edition useful They have tried to make the text as flawless
as possible. Thewr introduction 1s really iatercsting and informative,

It is hoped that the publication of this work will be of great interest
to the students and scholars of Prakrit language and literature,

L. D. Institute of Indology, Dalsukh Malvania
Ahmedabad-380009

15th October 1975

Director






INTRODUCTION
DS, Description

Iz tt2 present volume we have mainly edited the Gaharayanakosa of
Z-. Fi-siverssuri. Along with it we have also edited two tiny Subhasita-
gmbzszigrabas as they are mteresting and have siumtlar subject-matter We
grve below the descnpnon of the mss which we have utihized,

1. Onhy one ms of the Gaharayanakosa 1s available to us It belongs
to the Ac. Ksantisirisvara Collection preserved in the L D lustitute of
Tndology, Ahmedabad It bears the serral No 940 Its size 1s 254 cms
x 11.1 cms It 1s a paper ms It has 34 folios, 13 lmes per side of the
folto 2nd 39 to 48 letters per hne In the centre of each and every folio
there is a blank portion which gives rise to a decorative figure The
condition of the ms 1s good The script 1s legible Somebody has corrected
the ms. Moreover, he or someone else has noted meantngs of difficuit
words, variants and even added appropriate gathas in the margin. The
script of these notes or additions closely resembles that of the mamn text
Hence we can surmise that the copyist himself has written these notes and
added those verses Further, this means that the copyist was a good
scholar And we gather from the colophon that this copyist 1s well known
Up, Vipayavijayaji (¢ V. S 1670-1740) who has wntten many works
After having copied the text, he seems to have corrected it Hence this
ms 1s very interesting and importaat Though the ms has been copied
and corrected by the scholar like Up. Vinayavijayaj, 1t contaias corrup
tions here and there This only means that model ms before Up Vinaya.
vijayaji must have been very corrupt The colophon does not mention the
date of the ms So, we can sav only this much that the date of the ms
falls in between ¢ 1680-1730 V. S. >

?‘ The paim-leaf ms. bearing the serial No 107 and belongiag to
the Szntinathaji Jama Jizaa Bhandﬁra,/Cambay, contains, among many
works, a tiny work called Subhasiyagahasangaho which covers folios 139-
153 This 18 the last work 1n the ms The ‘Catalogue of Palm leaf Manus-
cripts 1 Szntingtha Jaina Bhandar, Cambay’, published 1  Gaekwar’s
Oriental Sertes, Baroda informs us that Subhasxyag‘abasaﬁgaho consists of
154 gathas whereas Shn N. X Shah who, having gone to Cambay
prepared the presscopy of the work for us, found the work upto 128th’
gatha The size of the ms 15 295 cms.x 4 5 cms It scems to have been
written 1 the first half of the 13t \‘( S
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3. The plam-leaf ms. bearing the serial No. 267 and belonging to the
abovementioned Bhapdara contains, among many works, the tiny work
called Subhzsiyapajasangaho. The work covers first five folios The size
of the ms. 15 33 cms x 5 cms It seems to belong to the first half of the
14th century V S

Subhasitasangrahas

The importance of the Subhasitasangrahas consists 1n  rescing from
oblivion a large numbe of fleeting and floating verses Like anecdotes, Subha-
sitas are utithzed by preachers 1n thewr didactic works or lectures Mostly
they utihzed current Subhzsitas but at times they themselves composed them.,
Subhasitas are mostly employed to clarify and corroborate the point of
discourse They have great appeal to the common mind They cover dive.
rse themes, present variely of sentiments and reflect acute observations.
People take delight 1n memorizing them &nd in quoting them at proper
time, Like 1dioms, they constitute the strength or power of language
Looking to the usefulness of Subhzsitas, scholars of olden days have coll-
ected them and classified them subjectwise. Thus they prepared amthologies
or Subbagitasangrahas.

Prakrta Subhasitas

In Sanskrit we find Subhasitas 1n abundance. There 1s no doubt about
it. But as Sanskrit was mainly confined to the é&hte, we almost miss 1n
the Sanskrit Subhasitas the wisdom, fancy and sentiments of the common
man  Prakrit was the language of the people So, Prakrit language and
Prakrit writers had the opportunity to be in close contact with the people
The vista which was almost closed to Sanskrit language and Sanskrit
writers was open to Prakrit language and Prakmt writers This 1s the reason
why those elements that capture the hearts of the common man predominate
in  Praknit Iiterary works Elasticity or suggestiveness of Prakot language

15 even greater than that of Sanskrit This 1s to be considered a strong
point in the world of poetry

Today, 1t 1s not unusual to find common men reciting verses from
Biharisatasal, Vrndasatasai, etc Similarly, 1n old days the verses from the
Gathasaptalaty of that great Prukrit poet were current among the people
Even farmers, while ploughing their fields, took dehight in reciting them
Thelr hearts got charmed by their recitation. This bas been stated by Ac.
Uddyotanastr in the gathas devoted to the respectful memory of the
previous poets, 1n the beginnming of bis well known Kuvalayamalakatbg
(Saka Samvat 701=780 A D) The gatha 1n pomnt 1s as follows ,

yftizREaIsanaResd S &% T 7 |
Fu T a9 g gl & )
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The gist of the gathz is : When Hzla who has by his poetry made even
the farmers recite hus gathas, 1s no more, what Is the use of our compo-
sing poems ? When the intoxicating effect of the wine is no more, what
is the use of meat ?

There 1s a pun on the word ‘kawe’ 1n the gatha, When construed
with Hzla, 1t means ‘kavya’ When construed with Halavikara, 1t means
‘kravya’.

The scholars generally assign Gathasaptasaty to the first century A D
This work presupposes the extensive Prakrit literature and 1ts form
of gathz hiterature, After Hala’s Gathzsaptadaty, ‘Jayavallabha’ has collected
Subhasitas 1n his anthology entitled ¢Vajjalagga® Scholars place the Vajja-
lagga between 750 A D. and 1337 A. D.

. Like Sanskrit, Prakrit also had its own individvality and importance
It had its strong points So, many writers of eminence composed their
works 1n Praknt. One of them 1s the well known king Bhojadeva of
Dhara, In Dhbaranagar: (Modern Dhara) there was a paghasala of Bhoja-
deva Now it is 1n the form of a mosque The stone plates cemented on
the walls of this mosque contain many hterary works mscribed on them,
These plates are so cemented that only the plain sides remain exposed to
our sight, But recently 1t 1s discovered that the other sides have preserved,
in fragments, literary works of king Bhojadeva. Moreover, we know one
ms of the gathasangraha which begins with the remark : ‘atha bkojaksta-
gatha hikhyate’ (‘Now 1 write gathas composed by Bhoja’), This ms. belongs
to the Punyavijayaj's Collection preserved n the L, D, Institute of Indo-
logy, Ahmedabad. It bears the Serial No. 5586 Again, though Bhojadeva
has wntten his Srngaramanjari in Sanskrit he has completed the work
with the four Prakmt gathas.? It is really surprising to note that the
Srﬁgﬁraprakaéa quotes more than 1800 Praknt verses as illustrations. This
spows his love for Praknt For the importance and the general theme of

Al
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the Prakrit Subhzsitas one may refer to the introductions to the Gathzsap-~
tasaty! the Vajjalagga? and the Chhappannayagathakosa

Gaharayanakosa—-Githaratnakosa

This Gatharatnakosa is a collection of Prakrit Subhasitas composed by
poets aunterior to Jinesvarasiri, the compiler This has been declared by
Jinesvarasiir1 10 gatha 2 on p. 1. Nearly one hundred gathas are common
to this Gaharayanakosa and the Vajjalagga Refer to Appendix No, 2. It is
divided mto 58 sections called Prakrama For the subject-matter of these
sections one may refer to Visayanukrama (contents) Though the compiler
1s a Jaina monk, there 1s nothing Jainistic about the work except the first
section devoted to the prayer of Jina This prayer 1s followed by those of
Visnu, Mahesvara and Sarasvati There 1s a section on Krsnakrida. One
section 1s devoted to poetic riddles (hiali) Sections of descriptive verses
on six seasons are interesting, There are also sections devoted to love and
the lover. Thus the Gaharayanakosa contamns material, arrangement and
division of subjects similar to those of most other Sanskrmit and Prakmt
anthologies,

The complier has explicitly stated that the Gatharatnakosa contains
800 gathas the extent of which 1s equal to 1000 anustubh verses But the
ms. utihised by us contains 822 gathas. In this printed edition there 1s
one gross mistake we have committed in numbering the gathas No, 194
1s immediately followed by No 204 Readers are requested to mnote that
gathas are not missing here; only the numbers are missing Thus though
the last number 1s 837, the gathas are 828. Two gathas of benediction
and four gathgs of Prasasti being the composition of the compiler may be
deducted from these 828 gathas., As a result of this, the number of the
githas of the main text of the Gaharayanakosa comes to 822, So, we may
conclude that at least 22 gathas are later additions

§

For the satisfaction of the Munis,  Jinesvarastin has complied this
anthology 1n the Village of Bhalijja (Modern Bhaley 1n Anand Taluka) in
V S 1251, Up Vinayavijayaji, the copyist of the ms 1n point, in his
colophon describes the Gatharatnakosa as ‘parama amyrta’ (the p’ure nectar),

Jine§varasuri

The compiler Jincsvarastiri has given his spiritual hineage in  the
prasastigathas. It is as follows -

1 Mindi Introduction to the Gath@saptasati, Ed Dr Paramanand shastrs, Merath,
1965 a
2. Prakrit Text Sertes (Ahmedabad), No 14.
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Sr1 Silasurt (of Vrddha-gaccha or Vada-gaccha)
Sr1 Dharmasarn

$r1 Sarvadevasiirt

Sr1 Carldraprabhasﬁn

$r1 Jinesvarasari.

In the year V S 1251 (thc date of the compilation of the Gahara-
yanakosa) Jinesvara was a surt This means (hat belore that, the 1itle of
acarya was confered on him  Agam, m V S 1288 he 1nstalled an 1dol
of Pazrivanztha 1 As an dcarya he lived long So, it 1s natural that s hife
as a Jain monk must have been very long

We are very grateful to Pt Shn Dalsukhbhar Malvania, Director of
the L D Tastitute of Indology, for including the present work 1o the L D
Sesies He bhas helped us 1n various ways Our sincere thanks are also due
to Shri Nagindas Kevalsh1 Shah who went to Cambay and prepared for
us the copy of the last two gathasangrahas included 1n this volume

Amrnitlal M Bhojak
Nagmn J. Shah

—_ ee—_—

1 <Jaina-Dhitupratimi-Lelhasangraha,’ Ed Buddhisagarastry, Pt I, Lekha No (32-.}4
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